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Even though it dates from nearly 800 years ago, everyone in Japan is familiar with the Hyakunin Isshu anthology. Encountered at school, it also lives on I ! ! U

in karuta, a popular game played with cards. Working nearby, poet and literary scholar Fujiwara no Teika {1162-1241) carefully sorted this enduring

collection of 100 outstanding poems by 100 poets. While pondering which poems fo select, Teika is believed to have resided, a little farther up Mt.
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Ogura from this museum, in a villa the site of which is marked by a monument in the grounds of Nison-in Temple. Now, in a special exhibition, the
museum will be showing poet portraits and waka-poem calligraphy, including verses from Hyakunin Isshu.

The exhibition centers on two sets that portray poets along with verses they wrote. Hyakunin Isshu Tekagami showcases the exceptional brushwork of
Hasegawa Saen, a disciple of Hasegawa Tahaku {1539-1610). He has painted both poets and court nobles who were known for calligraphy of their
own waka poems. Meanwhile, Hyakunin Isshu Gajs, superbly carrying forward the Edo-period tradition of kasen-e (poet portraits}, is on show to the
public for the first time. The vivid coloring and meficulous depiction will excite your eyes.

Because Hyakunin Isshu has also been admired through the ages for its calligraphy, we are also pleased to show the work of admired calligraphers,
including Ogura Shikishi Asahorake which is said to have been brushed by Fujiwara no Teika himself and, in Kokin-sho Waka-kan, the elegant
calligraphy of Hon'ami Kéetsu (1558-1637). You can also see Maruyama Okyo's Fuji, Yoshino, Tatsuta and other paintings inspired by uta-makura

locations offen mentioned in waka poems. This exhibition of paintings and calligraphy weaves together sirands of Japanese beauty.
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